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Study: Balls Exploring the Topic: What do we know about balls? What do we want to find out? il - - N
. .
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday £ Jb Y Ol Lda ) cowsmn ada dn Y
Interest | Library: books Toys and Games: ball Toys and Games: Toys and Games: Toys and Games: box with - * *
Areas about balls collection containers to organize containers to organize lid; interesting collection of

Computer: ebook
version of The Little

Computer: ebook
version of Have a Ball

the ball collection

the ball collection

Computer: ebook

small balls

Computer: ebook version of

Option 2: Sorting B

Option 2: Features of
the Ball Collection in
Words and Pictures

Option 2: Laughing Leo
and Dancing Daphne

Red Hen version of Have a Ball The Little Red Hen
Large Game: What’s Song: “She Brought a Game: What’s Inside Song: “Clap a Friend’s Movement: Bouncing a Ball
Group Inside the Box? Football” the Box? Name”
Discussion and Shared
Discussion and Discussion and Shared Discussion and Shared Discussion and Shared Writing: What Do We Want
Shared Writing: Writing: Share a Ball Writing: What Can We Writing: What Do We to Find Out About Balls?
Types of Balls Do With Balls? Know About Balls?
Read- The Little Red Hen | Have a Ball The Little Red Hen Have a Ball The Little Red Hen
Aloud
Small Option 1: Busy Bs Option 1: Comparing Option 1: Laughing Leo | Option 1: Can You Option 1: Counting the
Group and Describing Balls Guess? Collection

Option 2: What’s More?

Option 2: Bounce & Count

Outdoor Experiences: Variety of Balls
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Literacy 84

Objective 15

Phonological awareness, or phonological sensi Children who are learning two or more languages

Demonstrates is the ability to discrn the sounds and patterns o mesde very different sound systems (Gonzaler,
Pho nolo gical spoken language. As this awareness develops, children  1998). They must distinguish English phonemes
learn o hear the separate sounds of oral language thac  that may not be part of cheir native languages. A

AWAIENESS  arc blended in ordinary speech. For some children,  child may thercfore have difficulty hearing and/or

distinguishing the parts of spoken language is difficult  producing the sounds of English.
because it requires them o attend to the sounds of

specch separately from meaning.

Phonological awareness isan important skil
in learning to read. Children typically begin to
demonstrate this awarencss by about age 3, and their
skills improve gradually over many years (Snow,

Burns, & Griffin, 1998). Phonological sensitivity

The Balls Study Investigating the Topic

Investigation 1

i

DEVA

- Describe what you see children doing,
g, “You put all the smooth ballsin this
section and all the bumpy balls in
that section.”

As you interact with children in the
interest areas, make time to

Choice Time
Do all balls bounce?

+ Observe children as they sort the balls

in the Toys and Games area.
Ask,"Can you think of another way to

sort the balls?”

Instead of praising children by s:
‘Good joby” encourage children - Record what children say and do.

by explaining exactly what they \ @

are doing that s appropriate and
noteworthy. For more information on
Vocabulary

this topic see Intentional Teaching

and e

Card SE18, “Encouragement.

Read-Aloud

+ Use Book Discussion Card 06, The
Three Billy Goats Gruff. Follow the
guidance for the first read-aloud.

Read The Three Billy Goats Gruff.

English-language learners

After the reading, retell the story in your own

jestures. Point to llustrations

words witt

or objects in the room, as appropriate. This

See Book Discussion Card 06, The Three Billy Goats Gruff (Los tres cabritos) for words.

Large Group Opening Routine

+ Sing awelcome song and talk about

who's here.

Movement: The Imaginary Ball

+ Read Play Ball.

Record children's predictions about
‘which balls will bounce, and create two
groups: balls they think will bounce and
balls they think will not bounce. Let
each child test a prediction. Be sure to
include some balls that won't bounce
and others that don't bounce well, e.g.,

« Tell children that the book will be strategy helps children understand the
available to them on the computer in and leam new vocabulary . Review Mighty Minutes 41, The ottonbal, orange,orfootball After
the Computer area. Imaginary Ball” Follow the guidance testing each bal, have the children
on the card using the numeral re-sort the balls. (They may want more
card variation. than two categories) Take photos of
Small Group Option 1: Rhymes With Ball Option 2: Rhyming Zoo children testing their predictions and
+ Review Intentional Teaching Card LL10, - Review Intentional Teaching Card Animportant concept in movement the sets of sorted balls.Call attention
experiences is body awareness. This tothe football and wonder aloud

“Rhyming Chart”

Follow the

LL14,"Did You Ever See.
guidance on the card.

« Follow the guidance on the card using
the word ball.

For more infarmation on supporting
children's phonological awareness,
seeValume 5: Objectives for
Development & Learriing.
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activity helps children explore what
their bodies can do.

Discussion and Shared Writing:

‘Which Balls Will Bounce?

+ Gather the collection of balls,

+ Ask,"Do all balls bounce? | wonder
which ones bounce best. Let's find out”’

+ Hold up each ball and ask,"Do you
think this ball will bounce well?”

9y
in <% Genegynrs Pming
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Phra m,y,,,

why it didn't bounce like the others
Reintroduce the term sphere to describe
balls and point out that the football is
nota sphere.

« say,"Iwonder which balls bounce the
highest and why some bounce higher
than others. During outdoor time today
and tomorrow, we can try to find out”

Before transitioning to interest areas, talk

about the sorting trays and small ball

collections in the Toys and Games area
and how children can use them.

L
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. The Creative Curriculum* fo

ook Discussion Cards’

* Adapt the song to other studies by
creating new rhymes.

The Three Billy Goats Gruff

Retold by Bonnie Dobkin

Pound, pound, pound a nail

Pound it into wood.

Pounding, pounding, pounding,

pounding

‘That is strong and good.

Smash, smash, smash a can
ice and flac.

Smash i

- it el cmrdiy Facing a shortage of food, three billy goar brothers
pra - ok of that? - - must cross a bridge to get to a meadow of fresh grass.
/Bounce: Bounce,

Bu the journey is dangerous—there’s a disgusting troll

( living under the bridge who is hungry and quite cager
| Bounce .
| for a tasty goat supper. Can the brothers outsmare the

Objective 35 4 movement treacherous troll who stands berween them and their

Explores dance an next meal? Let's find out!

36
concepts 8,11,14,15.3%
1,3.4.58
Related Objectives:

1. Sing to the tune of “R
Your Boat”

ildre
. Use the chi feas {0
an incorporate them into the sor
: Lnce, dance, tWist urn,
ounce,

| orfly: »
‘ <. bounce, bounce a1
| Bounces v
: floor. )

round the e
Bounce AT g, bouncing: °°
uncing:
1 more and more:

| hat You Do |

as for movements
e song, &8+
Kick,

en's ide

Bo

“Then
we'll
Goat Gruf nd Morg or
More anc G Qss, "

T id g;
/ Wherg - -
: ﬂy:‘g“?‘im / Whefe q,: ?" ask, 9 Bil,
Fly around the floot ‘
ﬂyy.mgv = ﬂy‘zg ‘ / kno, le brothg,
Morc and more and mere )

vV

What You Do

l I

Background: Instead of praising children by
saying, “Good job,” encourage children by
explaining exactly what they are doing that is
appropriate and noteworthy. By acknowledging
what they are doing, you provide encouragement
and show appreciation for children’s efforts
without judging them. You call attention to

a child’s specific behaviors and actions. This
feedback helps children develop intrinsic
motivation and the ability to self-evaluate.

S: that acknowledge and can

Objective 1
Regulates own emotions and behaviors
Related Objectives: 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

2. Describe a child’s behavior and actions accurately.

Be specific. Avoid making value judgments.

Instead of, “Your picture is so pretty,”
acknowledge and encourage the child’s effort
to create the picture. “You painted your whole
paper yellow with orange dots on top.”

Instead of, “You look handsome today,” you
might say, “Secing your big smile makes me
smile too! You look really happy this morning.”

Instead of, “That’s a cool building,” offer

encouragement. “You used all of the small square

also help children persist through challenging blocks. Can you tell me about your building?”

tasks, which helps them develop one of the

Instead of, “I like the way you're sharing,”
critical approaches to learning.

describe what the child did. “You offered
Cameron some of your beads so she can make a
necklace, too. She looks really happy abour that.”

=

Position yourself at the child’s level. Offer a gentle
touch, if appropriate. 3. Show your feelings in your tone, body language, and
facial expressions.

Teaching Sequence

YELLOW Use reflective statements to describe children’s actions and behaviors. Say what you saw the
child doing.

“You waited until the other children were out of the way, and then you climbed all the way to
the top of the climber!”

GREEN “Najee, you're sharing your paints with Peter. I saw that you gave him the cup with red paint.”
“I see you're painting using long, up-and-down strokes with your brush.”

“Miguel and Jenna, you put all the blocks back on the shelf in the right spots!”

GREEN Encourage the child to reflect on his process and decision making by asking questions about his

actions and behaviors.

“Earlier, I noticed your tower fall a few times. Now it looks very sturdy. How did you solve

your construction problem?”
BLUE

“Vijay and Isaiah, I saw that you both wanted the new doctor kit. How did you decide to take
turns with i2”

“I notice that part of your tree painting looks like it has a different texture. Why did you

PURPLE choose the sponge painters to make the top of your tree?”

“How did you feel when you climbed to the top of the climber without any help?”

Additional Ideas

Try using these statements to reframe
negative situations when responding
to young children. For example, the
statement, “I know you're working hard
to remember to use a polite tone of
voice when you talk to me,” is more
constructive then saying, “Stop using

that tone of voice.”

Including All Children

* Be sure you have the child's attention.
Using simple words and gestures, point
out specific details.**

* When asking questions about the child's

actions, offer two possibilities and let the
child choose.

Be sure to give the child enough time to
think and respond.

Include English-language learners along
with English-speaking children.**

Questions to Guide
Your Observations

* How did the child respond to the
encouragement?

* What language did the child use to
describe his actions?
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Why Investigate Balls?

The Balls Study Getting Started

‘ ‘ Children love balls. They play with them

“‘ in many different ways. They throw them,
catch them, kick them, and roll them
with seemingly endless delight. Children
learn how natural forces, such as gravity
and friction, affect the movement of balls,

‘ and they enjoy making balls, marbles,
and other rolling objects change speed
and direction. The universal and enduring
appeal of balls is evident in the traditional
games children play with them and in the

ways they invent their own ball games.

¥\

This study shows how to use children’s
interest in balls to help them explore social
studies and science concepts related to the
features and narture of balls, and to use
skills in literacy, math, technology, and the

arts as they investigate.

How do the children in your room
show their interest in balls? What
do they say about balls?
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Web of Investigations

site visit as well as demonstrations of the speed
use of balls in sports and exercise by family

members and friends. Each investigation

The Teaching Guide Featuring the Balls
Study includes five investigations through
which children explore the balls that

fascinate them. The investigations

shape

N

Investigation 2
Do all balls roll?
page 34

/

explores important concepts in science and

incorporate indoor and outdoor activities  social studies and strengthens children’s
skills in literacy, math, technology, and the

arts. Expand this web by adding your own

about the scientific properties of balls—

why they bounce, roll, and move—and

ideas.

opportunidies for children to cooperate.

Some of the investigations also include a

height
weight

Investigation 1
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distance

7

energy or
force

~

Investigation 3
What makes balls move?

size ____—— Doallballs bounce?
page 26 ——
2 page 42
/ ] '
shape
v muscles
igati construction
o Our Investigation workers
page 74 different materials idren
‘ exercisers /

\

Investigation 5
What are balls made of?

page 60

hollow or solid

/

Investigation 4
Who uses balls?
page 48

/

athletes
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