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Kiwi - Biggest egg i

-

Kiwi are not like other birds. In some ways they are more like mammals. Their feathers are like fur and they
have long whiskers around their faces like a cat.

Kiwi come out at night to feed on worms and insects, which they sniff out using the nostrils at the end of
their long sensitive beaks. All other birds have nostrils at the beginning of their beaks.

In proportion to their size, kiwi lay the largest eggs of any bird. The eggs weigh up to almost a kilogram —
that means four eggs would weigh as much as the mother kiwi. In comparison, ostrich eggs are twice as
big as kiwi eggs, but it would take 60 ostrich eggs to weigh as much as a female ostrich.

It must be hard for female kiwi to lay such huge eggs! But the mother kiwi can take a break after the egg
has hatched, because young kiwi are mainly looked after by their fathers.
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Tuatara and Native frog (poko poko) - Only Livingdinosaur & world’s oldest frog

The tuatara has been on this earth as long as the dinosaurs, but when the dinosaurs became extinect the tuata-
ra somehow survived. There is no other animal like the tuatara. They don't have proper ears but they do have
three eyes.The third eye is in the middle of their forehead, but it is hard to see because it is covered with thin
scales. New Zealand is also home to a small group of frogs that have stayed the same for 140 million years.
They are not like most other frogs — they don't have vocal sacs so they can't croak, they don’'t spend much
time around water and they don't have any webbing their toes. In this picture a male Archey’s frog (pokopoko)
is looking after a clutch of eggs laid by a female frog. The change from tadpole into frog takes place inside the
eggs and when the tiny froglets hatch out they ride around on their dad’s back for a while until they feel confi-
dent enough to go out on their own.
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Kea - Most clever bird

In the 1990’ a television show tried to find the world’s mast clever animal (not counting chimpanzees,
gorillas and orangutans). They used lots of tests on all sorts of different animals and the winner was a New
Zealand native bird - the keal

Many people camping or skiing in the mountains have found the kea's intelligence to be a problem. They
are expert break-in artists who can easily get into packs and open almost any food container. Many keas
also seem to enjoy using their sharp beaks to rip apart parked cars. One of their favourite tricks is removing
the rubber from wind-screen wipers!

Keas are the only parrots that make their home in the mountains. They feed on leaves, berries, insects and
small animals. Some keas have made themselves unpopular with high-country farmers because they have
killed and eaten their sheep. Some people think that kea might even have hunted moa before the giant
birds died out.
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There are only between 1500 and 3000 hoiho alive today, which means they are the world's rarest penguin.

Hoiho like to nest in bush close to the sea but over the last 150 years most coastal land has been cleared
to make way for farming. This makes it hard for them to find good places to build their nests. There are still
some hoiho nesting in the South Island but most are on Stewart Island and other islands further south.
Hoiho are the fourth biggest penguin in the world. They are about 65cm tall — about the size of a 5 year old
child — and can weigh up to 8 kilograms. They spend most of their time in the sea feeding on fish and squid
and only come on to land to rest and make their nests.

In this picture a female hoiho has made a nest at the base of a flax bush. A male is coming up from a fishing
trip to take his turn on the nest.
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Gian weta(wetapunga) - King of the creepy crawlies

S 7 U IO -
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Giant weta can grow up to 9cm long and may be the heaviest insects in the world. A large giant weta can
weigh almost 80 grams — that's as much as three mice!

Giant weta feed on plants, but they might also eat any small animal that crosses their path. There used to
be lots of giant weta all over New Zealand but now they are only found on some small offshore islands
where they are safe from hungry mammals such as rats and stoats, which are animals that people brought
to New Zealand.

In this picture a native bird called a weka is thinking about making a meal of a giant weta. But it will have
to be fast because one kick from the weta's powerful spiky legs could leave it with a nasty wound.
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